
THE DRUG CELL ESTABLISHED: 
A NEW FRENCH ALLIANCE TO REDEFINE CELL THERAPIES 

Paris, 26 February 2025 

The Drug Cell, a French NewCo, has been officially established marking a decisive step in the European cell 
therapy sector. This high-potenFal industrial ecosystem is designed to develop scalable and more accessible 
cell therapies. The Drug Cell, or TDC, brings together nine leading French biotech and innovaFon players: 
Etablissement Français du Sang (EFS), Centre d’Étude des Cellules Souches/I-Stem, Gpi France, Carroucell, 
EVerZom, MGA Technologies, University of Montpellier, CHU of Montpellier, and CHU of Rennes. 

This milestone is reinforced by the confirmaFon of € 152 million in funding from the French General 
Secretariat for Investment, under the “France 2030” iniFaFve1. These resources will allow The Drug Cell to 
launch and manage the first two phases of the project: research and development processes and the First 
Industrial Deployment (FID). This strategic support will enable the company to iniFate the first clinical trials 
by 2030, with an esFmated Fme to market in 2034. 

The company aims to establish itself a French and European leading player in regeneraFve medicine with 
advanced cell therapies. Its priority is to ensure access to innovaFve biotherapies at sustainable costs, laying 
the foundaFon for a globally compeFFve product. This will be achieved through the integraFon of cuang-
edge technologies, where automaFon, arFficial intelligence, and digital manufacturing will minimize errors, 
ensure real-Fme quality control, and enhance scalability. Meanwhile, the use of its own breakthrough 
technologies will strengthen the compeFFveness and producFon autonomy of the developed soluFons. 
Among the many innovaFons, the use of Digital Twin technology - virtual models that replicate cell behavior 
- will be implemented from the early stages. This will enable real-Fme monitoring and adaptaFon of each 
therapy, opFmizing treatments even before paFent tesFng. 

Recently, Sergio Manzana (GPI France) was appointed President of The Drug Cell. He stated: “The 
establishment of The Drug Cell marks a decisive step towards Europe’s industrial autonomy in cell therapy 
producFon, with France at the heart of this revoluFon. We will provide new soluFons for severe diseases that 
currently lack effecFve treatments, such as rare or geneFc diseases. We are creaFng an unprecedented 
ecosystem that unites public and private actors, with the goal of demonstraFng through real-world soluFons 
the transformaFve impact of healthcare technologies on people’s lives.” 

 

THE DRUG CELL – THE PARTNERS 

 

 

 
 

1 A government en+ty responsible for managing strategic investments for innova+on and industrial development in 
France. France 2030 is a € 54 billion plan launched by the French government to boost industrial growth, invest in 
cuBng-edge technologies, and support the ecological transi+on. 



Etablissement Français du Sang – EFS 
EFS is the public blood service in France, supervised by the French Department of Health and PrevenFon. We 
have been carrying out a vital mission for 25 years, using our expert knowledge of blood to serve paFents 
throughout the enFre healthcare chain. Our missions: 

• Diagnosing diseases thanks to our experFse in medical biology and transplantaFon 
• Caring for more than 1 million paFents every year: making essenFal blood products, Fssues and cells 

available to those in need of a transfusion or transplant 
• InnovaFng by making the most of our expert knowledge of cells to develop cuang edge medical 

processes and treatments  
• Training healthcare professionals in France and around the globe. 

For more informaFon: hhps://www.efs.sante.fr 

Centre d’Étude des Cellules Souches (CECS/I-Stem) 
CECS/I-Stem is a research and development center of excellence, created in 2005 under the leadership of 
AFM-Téléthon, and dedicated to pluripotent stem cells (ES and IPS) and their therapeuFc applicaFons for 
monogenic diseases (neuromuscular diseases, reFnopathies, genodermatoses, diseases of the central 
nervous system, etc.) 

Structured around 5 R&D teams and 1 Research & Technological InnovaFon team, CECS/I-Stem’s acFvity 
extends from fundamental research into pathological mechanisms to the transfer of new therapies to clinical 
research. CECS/I-Stem technology plakorms explore major cell producFon tools, high-throughput screening 
and sequencing, automated cell imaging, and technological innovaFons in cell biology. 

CECS/I-Stem is now already parFcipaFng in the creaFon of innovaFve therapeuFc approaches transferable 
on an industrial scale to support the deployment of regeneraFve medicine to all paFents. 

For more informaFon: hhps://istem.eu/ 

Gpi France 
French company, part of the Gpi Group, it develops advanced technological soluFons for healthcare. It 
provides solware, medical devices, and automaFon systems to enhance hospital efficiency and quality of 
care, with a strong focus on digital innovaFon. 

For more informaFon: hhps://www.gpigroup.com 

Carroucell 
CARROUCELL bring bioproducFon to a cost-effecFve level and opFmize producFvity. Always provide products 
of consistent quality regardless of quanFFes. CARROUCELL OpFmize the specific complex cell amplificaFon 
process.   

For more informaFon: hhps://www.carroucell.com 

EVerZom  
EVerZom, a biopharmaceuFcal company developing exosomes based biodrugs. Exosomes are a new biological 
tool in regeneraFve medicine  which are now seen as a promising alternaFve to cell-based therapies. 

A spin-off from the CNRS and the Université de Paris Cité, EVerZom iniFally developed an exclusive proprietary 
industrial process to produce exosomes on an industrial scale at high yield. EVerZom's ambiFon today is to 
build on this technological innovaFon plakorm to develop its therapeuFc pipeline in three key therapeuFc 
areas: digesFve Fssue healing, dermatology and liver regeneraFon. EVerZom has won numerous awards and 
programmes, including i-Lab and the presFgious EIC Accelerator, for its technological innovaFon plakorm.  

For more informaFon: hhp://everzom.com   



MGA Technologies  
Maison MGA is a French industrial company specializing in advanced engineering for healthcare, 
bioproducFon, and high-tech industries. With experFse in roboFcs, techbio, automaFon, and precision 
manufacturing, we design and build cuang-edge soluFons to meet the most demanding challenges. 

Our mission: 

• InnovaFng in medical devices, techbio, bioproducFon, and high-tech automaFon 
• SupporFng industry leaders with tailor-made, high-performance soluFons, tools and instruments 
• Industrializing breakthrough technologies from R&D to full-scale producFon. 

Rooted in excellence and innovaFon, Maison MGA shapes the future of industry with sustainable and high-
impact soluFons. 

For more informaFon: hhps://www.mga-technologies.fr 

Université de Montpellier 
The University of Montpellier (UM) includes 17 faculFes and educates over 52,000 students with the support 
of 5,000 staff members. Renowned for its focus on educaFon, research, and innovaFon, UM excels in areas 
like food safety, environmental protecFon, and human health. It's globally recognized for its rankings in 
ecology and innovaFon, ranking among the top three French insFtuFons according to Times Higher EducaFon. 
Commihed to gender equality, sustainability, and scienFfic integrity, UM stands out in sustainable 
development. UM collaborates with naFonal research organizaFons, health insFtuFons, and local authoriFes 
through iniFaFves like the I-Site Excellence Program and the "Pôle Universitaire d'InnovaFon", fostering 
research partnerships, technology transfer, and startups. 

For more informaFon: hhps://www.umontpellier.fr 

CHU de Montpellier 
The Montpellier University Hospital (CHU Montpellier) is a public healthcare insFtuFon whose main missions 
are to treat paFents, provide educaFon and training (medical and paramedical teaching), and contribute to 
the advancement of health research. This includes fostering innovaFon, medical and therapeuFc progress, 
promoFng research acFviFes and their outcomes, managing patents and licenses, and delivering specialized 
services. CHU Montpellier is the sixth-largest university hospital in France. 

For more informaFon: hhps://www.chu-montpellier.fr/ 

CHU de Rennes 
The CHU de Rennes is a French public health establishment, involved in care, research and teaching. Every 
year, nearly half a million paFents are cared for by the establishment, which has been awarded the “High 
Quality Care” label. Within the CHU de Rennes, the SITI “Suivi Immunologique des ThérapeuFques 
Innovantes” is a reference laboratory, thanks to its ability to monitor large naFonal mulFcenter trials and 
programs in a standardized way, using mulFple approaches including phenotypic, transcriptomic and 
funcFonal analyses of the various immune compartments, which can be specifically designated and validated 
according to the clinical research protocol.  

For more informaFon: hhps://www.chu-rennes.fr/index.html 

 


